XXV.   THE ISLAND
^IALDECOTT'S first visit to the island occurred
^ some years before he became its owner. He
was then returning leisurely from furlough to a
government post in India. A week's stay in
Athens had resulted in a letter of introduction to
Cyprian, lord of the island. Wearying of the
Athenian dust, Caldecott decided to set out north
to the sanctuary off the Euboean coast. He had
been warned that Cyprian was eccentric in a
pleasant, hospitable fashion. Mutual acquain-
tances had the habit of saying 'Poor Cyprian':
and Caldecott gathered that his host-to-be was a
charmingly helpless character. He learnt that he
was a wealthy Anglophobe with a chaotic passion
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